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OSJ advocates on behalf of people convicted of sexual offenses. We support creating safer communities 
through rational, evidence-based criminal justice reform and healing through restorative justice. 

Oppose Senate Bill 1074 – AN ACT REQUIRING LONG-TERM CARE FACILITY 
RESIDENTS TO UNDERGO A CRIMINAL HISTORY AND SEXUAL OFFENDER 

REGISTRY SEARCH 

Co-Chairs Sen. Anwar, Rep. McCarthy Vahey; Vice Chairs Sen. Kushner, Sen. Marx, Rep. Parker; Ranking 
Members Sen. Somers, Rep. Klarides-Ditria, and all esteemed members of the Public Health Committee: 

My name is Cindy Prizio and as the Executive Director of One Standard of Justice I am testifying in 
opposition to SB 1074. OSJ assists individuals who struggle to rebuild their lives after facing conviction 
for a sexual offense. 

This bill excludes many of Connecticut’s most vulnerable citizens from necessary supportive housing and 
care: its elderly, its infirm. The criminal offense could have taken place fifty years ago in the applicant’s 
past; no matter, this bill will stamp that applicant disqualified. 
 

“There’s the emotional side of this, and then there’s the data and the logical side, 
and you have to reconcile them. It’s not easy.” 

- Elizabeth Jeglic, Associate Editor of the journal Sexual Abuse 
 

Connecticut’s public Sex Offense Registry has now existed for 25 years, and many of those on it are 
entering their senior years (3,200 are over 50; 1,600 of which are over 60). Half of this group have spent 
more than 20 years offense-free in the community. Recent studies have conclusively found that for this 
group, regardless of their initial risk level, those who have committed a sexual offense are no more a risk 
than the general public. Studies have also shown that recidivism risk declines significantly with age. 

We recommend that you review R. Karl Hanson’s research on desistance: Long-Term Recidivism Studies 
Show That Desistance Is the Norm.  

https://onestandardofjustice.org/Hanson-2018-CJB-Desistance.pdf 

We also included the link to Dr. Hanson’s webinar co-sponsored by One Standard of Justice and Senator 
Winfield: Sex Offense Recidivism Risk: Not What You Think. 



https://onestandardofjustice.org/sex-offense-recidivism-risk-not-what-you-think/ 

OSJ believes everyone deserves access to quality care. All people are entitled to equity in housing and 
medical care, including those with a criminal history. 

Although for many with conviction histories rejection is automatic, SB 1074 burdens the Department of 
Public Health with the process of adjudicating appeals. Do we expect the department to act as 
criminologists and therapists? Will it be able to impartially evaluate appeals made from a variety of 
cultural and educational backgrounds? Who is to write appeals for those who are not mentally competent 
to represent themselves? Additionally, what happens during the delay caused by the appeals process? 
How much will a person’s health deteriorate while they wait? 

Equally problematic is the only alternative offered to rejected applicants: they can apply to a facility with 
“a mission to serve justice-impacted populations”. How many beds exist at these hypothetical facilities? 
Will individuals who find themselves in these facilities receive the same care as they would elsewhere? 
Individuals without an option to address their physical and medical needs are expected to suffer in 
silence, possibly finding themselves homeless. OSJ believes that nobody who has served their sentence 
deserves to be segregated into being treated like second-class citizens. 

SB 1074 is a public policy disaster in the making. The elderly on the Sex Offense Registry are already 
suffering a financial and housing crisis as a direct consequence of public policy. The Registry also 
contains a racial bias that would be further perpetuated by this bill. If Connecticut is going to take away 
the few options they have left for adequate health care, what will it offer in its place?  

I strongly urge the committee to reject SB 1074. Its misguided attack on Connecticut’s vulnerable 
populations will create a public health crisis for the State. We all want to protect our vulnerable 
populations. OSJ stands ready to provide help to the committee in developing an effective solution. 

Thank you for your time. 


